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THE AMERICAN ART UNION. 
'"THE American Art Union, a society of American 
artists, including representatives of all the different 
schools of art, has been organized " for the general ad- 
vancement of the Fine Arts, and for promoting and 
facilitating a greater knowledge and love thereof on the 
part of the public." To accomplish this, the society 
proposes : 

1st. To maintain in the City of New York a perma- 
nent exhibition and sales-room for selected American 
works of art, and to hold occasional similar exhibitions 
in the chief cities of the country ; 

2d. To publish original etchings and engravings of 
the highest grade ; 

u 3d. To issue an illustrated monthly art journal, of 
which a leading feature will be the contributions of the 
artist members, both in the form of papers and illustra- 
tions ; 



4th. To purchase for the annual subscribers to the 
Union original works of art, which will be selected by 
a committee of artists, and disposed of at the close of 
each year as the subscribers themselves may desire. 
* * * 

The organization of the society grew out of the wide- 
spread dissatisfaction with the limited means of bring- 
ing the works of American artists before the public. 
There was no well-managed permanent gallery for the 
sale of American pictures exclusively, in New York 
City. The general picture dealers handled foreign 
pictures for exhibition and sale to the almost complete 
exclusion of the works of American artists. 

This condition of affairs had existed for some years, 
to the great detriment of American art. For no artist 
can produce the work in adversity that he can produce 
in more prosperous times. An artist must sell pictures 
in order to live, and he needs encouragement — intelli- 
gent appreciation — to spur him to his best endeavors. 
The discouragement which appeared to envelope the 
future of American art was great. The situation seemed 
to demand two things — the establishment of better 
means for the exhibition and sale of American 
pictures, and the extension of knowledge of American 
art and artists among the people. Several well-known 
artists had been discussing the condition and prospects 
of American art one evening, and one of them pro- 
posed the establishment of an Art ; Union for 
the advancement of the claims of American art, 
irrespective of schools or methods. The proposition 
was warmly seconded, and after the design had been 
formulated, the original circular sent to artists of 
reputation, calling for their co-operation, was issued 
and shortly afterward the American Art Union 
was firmly established on a strong basis. This 
occurred in the early part of the present year. The 
original circular was issued April 7, and the society was 
incorporated according to the laws of New York State, 
May 11, 1883. 



Soon after the establishment of the Art Union, 
arrangements were made with the Trustees of the 
Buffalo, N. Y., Fine Arts Academy, for the holding of 
an exhibition of Art Union pictures there ; said exhi- 
bition to remain open during a period of six weeks. 
One hundred and thirty-five carefully-selected pictures 
were sent to Buffalo, and the exhibition was opened on 
the evening of June 4. There was a fair attendance of 
visitors at the Fine Arts Academy, and the Buffalo 
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journals published many extended notices of the pic- 
tures and the artists, but only two pictures were sold 
during the exhibition. These were : 



Morning in the Fields — Walter Satterlee, 
Picking up Chips — E. L. Henry. 



$450 00 
85 00 



The exhibition was held at a rather unfavorable por- 
tion of the year, and besides, during almost its entire 
continuance the weather was so disagreeable that the 
attendance was not what it might have been other- 
wise. However, after paying all expenses incurred 
by it, the Art Union profited financially from the 
exhibition, though not largely. 

Before the close of the Buffalo exhibition, favorable, 
arrangements were made with the managers of the 
great Southern Exposition to be held at Louisville, 
Kentucky, for an exhibition of Art Union pictures in 
connection with their Art Loan exhibition. 

According to the contract, the pictures were to 
be exhibited in a new fire-proof art gallery, located at 
some distance from the large main exhibition building, 
and the Art Union was guaranteed sales to the amount 
of ten thousand dollars, or, failing to effect sales to that 
amount, two thousand, five hundred dollars were to be 
paid as a forfeit to the Art Union. 

This exhibition was a complete success in every way ; 
in fact, it was one of the most successful exhibitions 
ever held in this country. Out of one hundred and 
thirty-five paintings exhibited, aggregating in value 
fifty thousand dollars, thirty-five were sold, bringing, at 
catalogue prices, fifteen thousand, four hundred dollars 
— an exceptionally large percentage of sales. 

And not only are these sales to be considered ; the 
pictures were seen by more than a million persons from 
all parts of the country, who visited the Exposition — 
of which the Art Gallery was probably the most popu- 
lar feature. They were written about in almost every 
paper in the South, and the Art Union, as well as the 
various artists themselves, were effectively advertised 
in all directions. The exhibition, also, created such an 
art interest among the citizens of Louisville, that, be- 
fore the Exposition closed, it was determined that a 
permanent Public Art Gallery should be established in 
the city, and accordingly, the citizens raised a large 
subscription for the purchase of pictures from the Art 
Union for the nucleus of this Public Gallery. With 
the money thus raised, eleven pictures were purchased 
before the unsold Art Union pictures were removed 
from Louisville, and, in addition, a few days ago, the 
Permanent Gallery's committee wrote for four more of 
the pictures exhibited in Louisville, provided they were 
not yet sold. The pictures had not been sold, and 
were forwarded at once. This additional pur- 
chase shows that the Louisville people are undoubtedly 
in earnest in their determination to establish a Public 
Gallery. The pictures they have purchased are to be 
supplemented by choice works borrowed from private 



collections, and hung in a temporary gallery in the 
Polytechnic Society's building, in Fourth street, Louis- 
ville. Measures are being taken to secure subscriptions 
for the erection of a suitable building to be devoted 
exclusively to art purposes, — the upper story to con- 
tain the Public Gallery, and the lower one to be 
devoted to the purposes of the Art Schools recently 
established by the Kentucky Polytechnic Society — and 
a fund is also to be raised which will yield an annual 
income of from three to five thousand dollars, for the 
purchase of pictures for the increase of the public 
collection. 

The pictures sold to private parties during the Louis- 
ville Exposition were as follows : 

Indian Summer — Jervis M'Entee, 
Mt. Hood, Oregon— R. D. Yelland, 

Apples — C. H. Eaton 

A Mountain Lake — W. L. Sonntag, 

Sunset, Isle of Jersey — M. F. H. De Haas, 

Valley of the Saco— J. B. Bristol, . 

A Young Jersey— Lyell Cany . 

The Hillside— A.. F. Bellows, 

Visit to the Studio — J. W. Champney, 

On the Downs (Maine) — Peter Moran, . 

Estelle — Percival De Luce, 

A Trout Stream— J. W. Casilear, . 

Little Pets, Springtime — A. F. Tait, . 

Daffodils — H. A. Granbery, . 

Cat and Kittens— J. H. Dolph, 

Peaches and Art Objects — W. M. Brown, 

September — Widgery Griswold, . 

October — George F. Fuller, . 

Scout on the Teton Basin — Peter Moran, . 

A Stitch in Time — Benoni Irwin, . 

Roses on the Wall— G. C. Lambdin, 

Cape Blomidon, Nova Scotia — H. B. Brown, 

An Old Brewery, Winter — W. M. Brown, . 

A Catskill Clearing — Arthur Parton, 

The pictures sold to the Public Gallery were : 



$1,000 00 
500 00 
200 00 
300 00 
1,000 00 
650 00 
150 00 
100 00 
100 00 
125 00 

30 00 
175 00 
130 00 

60 00 
250 00 
550 00 

50 00 
100 00 

80 00 
400 00 
175 00 
150 00 
250 00 
200 00 



Storm on Laramie Peak — Albert Bierstadt, . $3, 500 00 

The Town of Greenwich, Conn. — A. H. Wyant, . 1,000 00 

The River Path— William Hart, ... 800 00 

Herring Boats — Harry Chase 450 00 

The Old Porch — Henry A. Loop, . . 300 00 

Waiting for the Fishing Boats — F. Schuchardt, Jr., 60000 

The Coming Storm — K. Van Elten, . . 350 00 

A Forest Sanctuary — Carl C. Brenner, . . . 1,000 00 

Cold and Gray — M. De Forest Bolmer, . . 350 00 

The Old Dog— J. M. Tracy, .... 125 00 

Harbor View — J. C. Nicoll 200 00 

$15,400 00 

Recent sales to the Public Gallery have been : 

Santa Maria della Salute— G. H. Yewell, . . $500 00 

A Venetian Court Yard — H. A. Ferguson, . 250 00 

" Let's Have a Smoke" — T. W. Wood, . . 250 00 

The Sheepfold — Peter Moran, . . . . 75 00 



Total, 



$16,475 00 



Total sales for the season, including the 

Buffalo sales, $17,010 00 • 

The citizens of Louisville certainly acted wisely in 
increasing the sales of the pictures to the full 
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amount of the guarantee instead of paying the forfeit. 
And while thereby the Art Union, as an association, 
has not so much money in its treasury as it would have 
had otherwise, it has really gained more than it would 
have gained by receiving the forfeit. It has shown 
what can be accomplished by organization, at any rate. 
It has directly benefitted those of its members whose 
pictures were sold, and it has done that which should 
give great encouragement to all of its members and 
friends: it has encouraged art appreciation in a new 
field, which even at the outset promises much. The 
people of the South are naturally inclined to surround 
themselves with what is luxurious and beautiful, and 
when art has obtained a fair foothold there, she will be 
hospitably entertained. The losses suffered by the 
South during the Rebellion are being rapidly made up 
now, and with increased wealth, increased luxury will 
certainly follow, and works of art will be in demand. 

The influence of this first Public Art Gallery estab- 
lished in the South — established too, on an American 
basis — will be felt in the future of American Art, and 
will richly repay the artists who have, practically, con- 
tributed to its foundation. It will make art more 
popular in the South, and will thus open to the artists 
a much more extended market than they have enjoyed 
hitherto. It will be a positive benefit to the beautiful 
city in which it is located, and the citizens will have 
plenty of reason to feel thankful for itsfoundation. 

* * * 
: The membership of the Art Union comprises Active 
and Honorary members. The Active members are 
chosen, by vote of the society, from professional artists 
only, and in them are vested all the powers of the 
society. The Honorary members are chosen from 
amateurs and friends of art. 

The Board of Control of the Art Union for 1883-4 
consists of : 



D. Huntington, 
T. W. Wood, 

E. Wood Perry, Jr., 
Frederick Dielman, • 

W. H. Beard, 
Albert Bierstadt, 
J. B. Bristol, 
Henry Farrer. 

The Honorary Members are : 



Arthur, President Chester A. 

Grant, Gen'I U. S., 

Appleton, W. H., Esq. 

Booth, Edwin, " 

Britton, Jno. W., " 

Barnard, F. A. P., President Colum- 
bia College, 

Claghorn, James L., President Penn- 
sylvania Academy Fine Arts. 

Collyer, Rev. Robert, D.D. 

Curtis, Geo. William, Esq. 

Church, F. P., " 

Cisco, John Jay, " 

Corcoran, W. W., " 

Davis, Chief Justice Noah. 

Durand, A. B., Esq. 



President. 
- Vice President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer. 
Eastman Johnson, 
Jervis McEntee, 
A. D. Shattuck, 
Walter Shirlaw. 
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Ives, Brayton. Esq. 
Jay, John. " 

Johnston, John Taylor, Pres. Metro- 
politan Museum. 
Jesup, Morris K., Esq. 
Low, A. A., " 

Low, Seth., " 

Marbury, F. F., " 
Marquand, H. G., " 
Mills, D. O., Esq. 
O'Conor, Charles, " 
Otis, Dr. F. N. 
Page, Wm., Esq. 

Potter, Right Rev. Henry C, D.D. 
Pinchot, J. W., Esq. 
Powers, D. W., Esq. 



Dorshiemer, Hon. William. 
Daly, Chief Justice Charles P. 
Dodge, W. E., Jr., Esq. 
Drexel, Jos. W., Esq. 
Evans, Hon. W. M. 
Fairbanks, Gov. Horace 
Godwin, Parke, Esq. 
Gordon, Robert, " 
Gourlie, John H., " 
Harper, Jos.W., Jr., " 
Hewitt, Hon. Abram S. 
Howland, Henry E., Esq. 

The Active Members are : 

Allen, Thomas, Boston, Mass. 5 "™"? 
Andrews, E. F-, Washington, D. C. 
Bauer, W. C, Elizabeth, N. J. 
Beard, J. H., New York. 

Beard, W. H., 
Beckwith, J. C, " 

Bierstadt, Albert, " 

Blauvelt, C. F., Annapolis, Md. 
Blashfield, Edwin H., New York. 
Bolmer, M. De Forest, " 
Bradford, William, " 

Brandt, Carl L., Hastings, N. Y. 
Brenner, C. C, Louisville. 
Brevoort, J. R., New York. 
Bricher, A. T., " 

Bristol, J. B., " 

Brown, H. B., Portland, Me. 
Brown, W. M., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Bums, M. J., New York. 

Carr, Lyell, " 

Casilear, J. W., 
Champney, J. Wells, '.' 
Chase, Harry, " 

Church, F. S., " 

Coman, C. B., " 

Conant, A. J., " 

Conant, C. W., Brooklyn. 
Crane, Bruce, New York. 

Cropsey, J. F., " 

DeHaas, M. F. H., 
DeLuce, Percival, " 

Dielman, Frederick, " 
Dillon, Julia, " 

Dolph, J. H., 

Donoho, G. Ruger, Paris, France. 
Eaton, Chas. H., New York. 
Enneking, J. J., Boston, Mass. 
Earle, Lawrence C, Chicago, 111. 
. Eichbaum, Geo. B., St. Louis. 
Farrer, Henry, New York. 
Ferguson, Henry A., " 
Fitch, John L., " 

Fredericks, Alfred, " 

Freer, F. W., 
Fuechsel, H., 
Fuller, Geo. F., 

Gay, Edward, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Granbery, H. A., New York. 
Granbery, Virginia, " 

Gardner, Elizabeth J., Paris, France. 
Gaul, Gilbert, Spencer, Tenn. 
Griswold, Widgery, New York. 
Guy, S. J., 

Hamilton, Hamilton, " 
Hart, Wm., " 

Henry, E. L., '» 

Herzog, Hermann, Philadelphia. 
Hetzel, Geo., Pittsburg, Pa. 
Hicks, Thomas, New York. 
Hill, Thomas, San Francisco. 
Homer, Winslow, Scarboro', Me. 
Hovenden, Helen C, Plymouth 

Meeting, Pa. 
Hovenden, T., Ply'th Meeting, Pa. 
Howland, A. C, New York. 
Hubbard, R. W., 
Huntington, D., " 

Inness, Geo., " 

Irwin, Benoni, " 

James, Frederick, Philadelphia. 
Johnson, Eastman, New York. 
Jones, Alfred, '* 



Roosevelt, Hon. J. A. 
Rochester, Dr. T. F. 
Seney, Geo. I., Esq. 
Storrs, Rev. R. S., D.D. 
Spaulding, Henry F., Esq. 
Tracy, Charles, " 

Wolfe, John, 
Webb, Gen. Alex. S. 
Warner, Andrew, Esq. 
Weir, Prof. Robert W. 
Youmans, Prof. E. L. 



Jones, H. Bolton, New York. 
Kollock, M., " 

Lambdin, Geo. C, Philadelphia. 
Lent, Frank T., New York. 
Linton, W. J., New Haven, Conn. 
Lippincott, Wm. H., New York. 
Longfellow, Ernest, Cambr'ge, Mass. 
Loop, Henry A., New York. 
Lyman, Joseph, Jr., " 

Macy, W. S., 

Mayer, Constant, " 

McCord, Geo. H., " 

McEntee, Jervis, " 

Meeker, J. R., St. Louis. 
Miller, Chas. H., New York. 
Moran P., Philadelphia. 
Mom. T., New York. 

Morgan William, " 

Moser, J. H., Atlanta, Ga. 
Nicoll, J. C, New York. 
Niemeyer, J. H., New Haven. 
Ogilvie, Clinton, New York. 
Parton, Arthur, " 

Pennington, R. G. H., Baltimore. 
Perry, E. Wood, Jr., New York. 
Picknell, Wm. L., Boston. 
Rehn, F. K. M., New York. 
Reinhardt, B. F., " 

Richards, T. A., " 

Rix, Julian, Patterson, N. Y. 
Robbins, H. W., New York. 
Robinson, Theo., '* 

Robinson, Thomas, Providence. 
Rothermel, P. F., Limerick St'n, Pa. 
Ryder, P. P., New York. 

Sartain, Wm., " 

Satterlee, Walter, " 

Schuchardt, F., Jr., " 

Sellstedt, L. G., Buffalo. 
Share, H. P., Phalanx, N. J. 
Shattuck, A. D., New York. 
Shields, Thomas W., 
Shirlaw, Walter, " 

Shurtleff, R. M., 
Smillie, Geo. H., 
Smillie, Jas. D., " 

Smith, H. P., New York. 

Smith, T. L., " 

Sonntag, Wm. L., " 

Story, Geo. H., 
Tail, A. F., 

Thompson, Wordsworth, " 
Tiffany, Louis C, " 

Tracey, John M., Greenwich, Ct. 
Twachtman, J. H., Cincinnati. 
Van Elten, Kruseman, New York. 
Waller, F., 

Ward, Edgar M., " 

Waters, Geo. W., Elmira, N. Y. 
Whittaker, J. B., Brooklyn. 
Whittredge, W., New York. 
Wiggins, Carleton, Brooklyn. 
Wilcox, W. H., Philadelphia. 
Wiles, L. M., Le Roy, N. \ . 
Willard, A. M., Cleveland, O. 
Williamson.Chartres, New York. 
Wilmarth, L. E., " 

Wood, T. W. t " 

Wyant, A. H., " 

Yelland, R, D., Oakland, Cal. 
Yewell, Geo. H., New York. 
Zogbaum, R. F.,New Rochelle, N. Y. 



